AMERICAN INDIAN ARTIST SPOTLIGHT
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ABQUT THE ARTIST

BORN IN SEPTEMBER 1968, FREDERICA ANTONIO IS THE DAUGHTER OF EARL AND FLORINA VALLO. IT WAS HER MOTHER-IN-LAW, MILDRED ANTONIO,
WHO TAUGHT HER HOW TO MAKE POTTERY.

FREDERICA HAS BEEN PRODUCING POTTERY SINGE ABOUT 1986 AND HAS BECOME FAMOUS FOR HER INTRICATELY PAINTED GEOMETRIC DESIGNS.
SHE DRAWS VERTICAL LINES FIRST, THEN HORIZONTAL LINES, THEN DIAGONAL LINES. AFTER THAT SHE FILLS IN THE PATTERNS. SHE OFTEN
SPRINKLES KOKOPELLI DESIGNS AROUND HER PIECES, TOO. IN THE END, SHE HAS CREATED WHAT MAY BE CALLED "AN EYEDAZZLER."

FREDERICA HAS WON HONORABLE MENTION RIBBONS AT THE NEW MEXICO STATE FAIR AND THE GALLUP INTERTRIBAL CEREMONIALS. THE ONLINE
RECORDS OF THE HEARD MUSEUM LISTS 3 AWARDS SHE WON AT THE SANTA FE INDIAN MARKET IN 2017, 2018 AND 2019, ALL FOR POTTERY MADE
WITH COMMERCIAL CLAYS AND/OR GLAZES. AROUND 2020 SHE BEGAN WORKING MORE WITH TRADITIONALLY MADE POTS AND DECORATED THEM
WITH DESIGNS USING GUACO (AN INK MADE BY BOILING DOWN COPIOUS AMOUNTS OF ROCKY MOUNTAIN BEEWEED INTO A THICK, BLACK PASTE) AND
NATURAL CLAY COLORS.

FREDERICA'S HUSBAND, RANDY, IS ALSO AN AWARD-WINNING POTTER.
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